
Locate countries in Central and South America and their cities.
To understand that the region known as Central America is really North 

America but not part of Canada or the USA
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Nursery

I can use maps to 
locate the UK and its 
four countries.

I can use aerial 
maps to locate 
the school in 
the local area 
and recognise 
some of the 
manmade and 
natural 
features in the 
area.

I know and can 
use compass 
directions and 
locational 
language to go 
from one place 
in school to 
another.

I can 
locate 
where I 
live on a 
map of 
the UK.

I can devise a 
simple map and 
key showing the 
journey to a 
local landmark 
[Oak’s Park] 
using 
observations 
from fieldwork.

I can use a map to plot a 
journey to a familiar place.

I can use maps to 
compare and 
contrast different 
places.

I can use maps and 
atlases  to identify 
major mountains 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes and 
begin to look for 
patterns.

I can accurately 
measure rainfall 
and temperature.

I can use the 
index of an atlas 
to find places.

I can compare historic 
maps of a country to 
modern ones and find 
similarities and 
differences in 
geography.

I can 
map out 
how 
land is 
used on 
the Isle 
of 
White.

I can plan a journey from 
where I live to somewhere 
else in the UK using maps and 
taking account of distance.

I can present 
Geographical 
findings about Black 
Gang Chine using 
charts and 
technology.

I can use maps and 
satellite images to  
explain how humans 
have improved and 
damaged the world.

I can use digit grid 
references and the 
8 compass points.

I can use OS symbols 
accurately.

I can use maps, aerial 
photographs, plans and e-
resources to describe what 
a locality might be like.

Believe to achieve

Reception

I can notice changes to the 
garden.

I can look closely at the 
natural world; discussing 
what I see and the changes 
that take place over time.

I  can locate an increasing 
number of the cities of 
the UK on a map.

I can create a 
sketch plan of a 
theme park

In Geography, one 
off skills lessons are important 

but they need to be revisited and 
reinforced so that children retain what 
they learn. Where learning is revisited,
Orange = skill first taught
Yellow = first planned revisit with an 
expectation of deeper understanding
Green = second planned revisit with an

expectation that skill will be 
applied in a more complex

context.

I can use a world map to 
find hot and cold places.

I can use a plan 
perspective map (such 
as the fire drill signs) to 
locate important areas 
in the school.

I can observe the school 
environment (e.g. the 
field or a classroom) and 
draw a simple map.

I can follow a 
map using the 
four compass 
points.

I 
understand 
and can use 
grid 
references 
on a map.

I can use some 
basic OS 
symbols to plot 
key places in 
the local area.

I can 
accurately 
use the 8 
compass 
points.

I can research the 
geographical features of a 
place and label them on 
aerial maps.

I  can plan a journey to 
another part of the 
country and draw a 
simple map of the 
route.

I can use maps and 
Atlases to locate non-
European countries.

I can compare historic maps of 
London to modern ones and 
find similarities and 
differences in geography, 
looking for changes over time.

I can locate many of the 
world’s major 
mountains and 
volcanoes of a variety of 
globes and maps.

I can use satellite 
images and atlases to 
describe and 
compare climate 
zones.

I can plan a journey from where I 
live to somewhere else in the 
world using maps and taking 
account of distance, time zones 
and climate differences.

I can use field work 
and own 
experience to 
sketch the land use 
of the local area.

I can use maps and 
atlases to locate and 
find out about climate 
zones and vegetation

1
YEAR

I can use world maps 
to identify which 
continent the UK is in.

I can use Google Earth 
to find some natural 
and manmade things.

I can look at an atlas 
and satellite images to 
understand what is 
water and what is 
land.

I can use my noticing 
skills to understand 
what our classroom 
looks like and 
recognize parts of the 
classroom on a class 
plan.

I am beginning to 
recognise simple map 
symbols.

I can create a 
map using map 
symbols and key.

I can use aerial 
photographs 
and plan 
perspectives to 
find human 
and physical 
features of the 
local area.

I can understand 
and can use digital 
maps to locate and 
identify local 
landmarks.

I can identify the four 
countries of the UK 
and their capital 
cities on a range of 
maps and globes 
including those 
online.

I know that the UK 
is surrounded by 
seas which have 
different names 
and can record 
these on a simple 
map I can use an atlas of 

the UK to find 
different features 
of a place. 

I can place the five 
oceans and 7 
continents on a 
world map.

I can compare the 
landscape of two 
different countries 
using a variety of 
maps and aerial 
images.

I can use a map to 
plan a walk around 
our local area.

4
YEAR

I can use maps 
to compare and 
contrast
different places.

I can locate some 
European countries 
and their capital 
cities using a map.

I can compare historic maps of 
London to modern ones and 
find similarities and 
differences in geography, 
looking for changes over time.

I can compare historic maps of 
the local area to modern ones 
and find similarities and 
differences in geography, 
looking for changes in land 
use over time.

I can plan a journey from where I 
live to somewhere else in the 
world using maps and taking 
account of distance, time zones 
and climate differences.

I can use maps and 
Atlases to locate a non-
European country.


