
Locate countries in Central and South America and their cities.
To understand that the region known as Central America is really North 

America but not part of Canada or the USA
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Nursery

I can list items that 
could go in a memory 
box to help 
understand what life is 
like for children today.

I can explain  
how events 
from the past 
have shaped 
our lives today.

I understand that 
places change 
over time and I 
can suggest what 
things are newer 
and what things 
are older.

I can use a wider range of 
phrases and words to 
accurately describe when 
things happened; e.g.
before, after, earlier, later 
past, present, then and now.

I am beginning to be 
able to sequence 
events when I am 
given the date that 
they happened.

I can set out and order on  
timeline what special events 
took place and when within a 
specific period of history.

I understand that the 
Ancient Egyptian 
Civilisation lasted for 
a long time and can 
begin to say other 
events that happened 
in the same period of 
history.

I can describe events 
from the past including 
the date when they 
happened.

I understand how life 
changed for people of 
Britain when it was 
invaded by the Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings.

I can draw a 
timeline with 
different time 
periods showing 
key historical 
events or lives of 
significant people.

I can make a comparison 
between historical periods; 
explaining things that have 
changed and things which 
have stayed the same

I can explain how 
our locality has 
changed over time.

I can explore how WW1 
advancements shaped 
modern warfare.

I can summarise the main 
events from a period of 
history in  the correct 
order and giving dates 
and details of what 
happened.

I can place features of historical 
events and people from past 
societies and periods in a 
chronological framework

I can identify and explain 
differences, similarities and 
changes between different 
periods of history.

Believe to achieve

Reception
I can talk about what 
is the same and what 
is different.

I can talk about who I 
live with and my family.

I can use dates and 
historical language 
in my work

In History, one
off skills lessons are important

but they need to be revisited and
reinforced so that children retain what

they learn. Where learning is revisited,
Orange = skill first taught

Yellow = first planned revisit with an
expectation of deeper understanding

Green = second planned revisit with an
expectation that skill will be

applied in a more complex
context.

I can explain how I 
have changed since I 
was born.

I can explain how some 
people have helped us 
have better lives.

I can explain why 
the Great Fire of 
London was so big 
and how our 
houses are 
different from 
those at the time.

I can order the 
events of the 
Great Fire of 
London.

I can find 
similarities and 
differences 
between two 
or more 
periods in 
history.

I can explain how the 
achievements of 
ancient civilisations 
have influenced the 
wider world today.

I can explain how the 
Domesday Book is useful to 
us today.

I  can use my understanding of 
maths and rounding to work 
out the time differences 
between major events in 
history.

I can appreciate that 
significant events have 
shaped the country we live in 
and how we live today.

I can explore the 
similarities and 
differences between the 
Mayan civilisation and 
life in Britain today and 
in the past.

1
YEAR

I can recognise that 
some objects belong 
to the past.

I can spot old and new 
things in a variety of 
contexts such as 
images and artefacts.

I can ask questions 
about how life has 
changed for different 
people over time.

I understand 
that Rosa Parks 
and Emily 
Davison were 
not grown ups at 
the same time.

I can use appropriate 
vocabulary such as before, 
after and a long time ago to 
describe when things 
happened.

I can sequence 
key events in the 
life of Emily 
Davison.

I can sort 
objects, 
artefacts and 
images into old 
and new and 
give reasons 
for my 
thinking.

I can see how 
our area has 
changed in the 
last 100 years.

I can order the 
main events in 
the life of 
Tower of 
London. 

I can find some ways 
in which  modern life 
is similar and 
different to the past.

4
YEAR

I can plot events 
on a timeline 
using centuries.

I can use an 
increasing range of 
vocabulary 
accurately 
including BC, AD, 
stone, bronze and 
iron age, ancient 
and century.

I can compare 
historic maps of 
London to modern 
ones and find 
similarities, 
differences and 
changes over time.

I can talk about how long ago
events took place and 
understand where my 
learning fits into the narrative 
of British and Global history.

I can explain how Britain may 
have learned from other 
countries and civilisations 
(historically and more recently).

I can 
understand 
how WW2 
shaped the 
local area.

Understanding chronology is crucial to pupils building up a "big picture" of the history of the local area, the UK 
and the wider world. Every history unit begins with a timeline lesson. From KS1, pupils will begin by looking at 
a timeline of the history of England, and then be given an activity which allows them to sort major from the 
period they are studying. In EYFS and KS1, History is taught thematically starting with a child’s personal history 
and recent events. In KS2, most European history units are taught chronologically (based on start dates), 
except where opportunities for immersive and memorable learning, or pupil wellbeing make a change in this 
order more sensible. This is indicated by a red asterisk in the list at the top of the page.

I can share 
about a special 
time in my life.

I can talk about 
the past.

I can talk about experiences 
which are familiar to me and 
how they have been different In 
the past.

I can organise events (in fiction 
and non-fiction) into 
chronological order.

I can comment on images of seaside past and 
present and compare them for similarities and 
differences.

I can sort 
objects, 
artefacts and 
images and use 
this to 
compare life 
now with life in 
the past.

I understand 
how castles 
changed over 
time.

I can sequence the 
events from the life of 
a famous person 
looking at the dates 
they occurred.

KS2 units of work
Year 3
Ancient Greece 
Ancient Egypt 
Prehistory*
Year 4 
Romans in Britain 
Anglo Saxons 
and Vikings
The Norman 
Conquest
Year 5
The Tudors
WW1*
Year 6
WW2*
The Victorians
The Mayans

I can explain 
how an event 
from the past 
shaped life at 
the time.

I can explain how 
an event from the 
past  has shaped 
life today.

I can explain how the 
achievements of 
ancient civilisations 
have influenced the 
wider world today.

I can understand how 
advances from the 
Industrial Revolution 
shaped people’s lives 
and how it continues to 
impact on life today.

I can explain how 
an event from the 
past  has shaped 
life today.


